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Dear colleagues, dear guests, dear graduates,

It is a real pleasure — and an honour — to present one of this year’'s Bachelor Paper
Awards, which goes to Rebecca Raothlisberger for her creative and inspiring work on
teaching English in primary school.

Rebecca’s Bachelor paper brings together everything that good teaching stands for:
curiosity, innovation, and care. In her project, she used the didactic concept of CLIL
(Content and Language Integrated Learning) and designed a teaching sequence in
Textile Design, conducted entirely in English.

Over six weeks, her classroom transformed into a bustling textile design studio, where
pupils designed and sewed their own bags and pencil cases out of used plastic — and
all this while communicating in English. Week by week, something magical happened.
Discarded plastic became vibrant bags and pencil cases. Hesitant English words be-
came confident conversations. And abstract concepts like sustainability and upcycling
became real, tangible experiences that students could touch, wear, and take home.

But Rebecca didn't just teach, she watched, listened, and documented everything
with the careful eye of both an artist and a researcher. She recorded videos, took no-
tes, analyzed patterns, and reflected deeply on what was unfolding before her. She
wanted to understand not just what her students were learning, but how they were
learning it. Rebecca created a learning space where English became a tool for action,
discovery, and self-expression.

The jury found her work outstanding for its innovation and professionalism. Combining
English with technical and textile design is rare, and yet Rebecca showed how natu-
rally the two can complement each other. Her teaching materials and assessment
tools are thoughtfully designed, her methodology is systematic and transparent. The
use of qualitative research and video-based analysis adds real depth to her findings,
and her results are clearly linked to theory. Another remarkable aspect, Rebecca
wrote her entire paper in English, embodying the very integration she was teaching
her pupils.

From the expert opinion, | quote: "The combination of a sound theoretical framework,
careful methodological implementation, rich data analysis, and a beautifully designed
CLIL unit makes this work extremely valuable. It is both academically rigorous and
deeply relevant for classroom practice.”
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Rebecca, you've reminded us that the best teaching doesn't simply transfer
knowledge, it transforms learners, materials, and ideas into something beautiful and
lasting.

The jury and | warmly congratulate you on this wonderful achievement, and we wish
you every success and continued inspiration in your future as a teacher.

Evgeniya Pfenninger
Bern, 14.11.2025
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